Feature/Short Critique

Film Name
Director:  (ie Ryan Graham)

Expected Rating: (ie R for language, adult imagery)

Distribution: (ie No known distribution)

Budget: (ie $10,000 )

Genre:
(ie Horror)

Release Date: (ie July 1, 2007)

Official Website: (ie http://www.deadheadfilm.com )

Trailer:
(ie http://www.youtube.com/deadheadfilm/trailer.html )

Online Version (If Available): (ie http://www.youtube.com/deadheadfilm/trailer.html )

Running Time: (ie 92 minutes 12 seconds)

Critique Issue: (Get this from the login notepad at the website)

Critiqued By: (ie Kari Ann Morgan)

[Delete Note Section When Done Reading]

 ***NOTE BEGINNING***
Before you begin, make sure you download the following two articles so you are critiquing things in the official way:

1) How We Critique Films (http://www.microfilmmaker.com/docs/howcritique.doc )

2) Critique Checklist ( http://www.microfilmmaker.com/docs/crit_check.doc )

Also read a few critiques done by editor Jeremy Hanke and staff critic Monika Deleeuw-Taylor at http://www.microfilmmaker.com/critiques/index.html to see the detail we go into for critiques.

Finally, remember that the films you are critiquing may not be readily available to other filmmakers who are reading this critique.  As such, go into detail about exactly how a problem arises, rather than just commenting on the problem.  

For example, the WRONG way to talk about a special effect flaw with an eyeball being pulled out of the main character would be to say, “And the eyeball special effect didn’t work well—it looked very cheesy.”  This implies that all readers have seen the film.  

Instead, the RIGHT way to put this would be to say, “Mid way though the film, Tom gets into a fight with Goron, his arch-nemesis.  Goron kicks Tom in the head and pops his eyeball out.  Unfortunately, the physical effect for this was a ping pong ball on a length of stretchy cord—a fact that was clearly visible because of the bright lighting.  Unfortunately, this choice really distracts from this scene.  I would either cut this section out, or try to cut to reaction shots that minimize how much time we spend on shots that show this weak effect.  For future films, you want to test an effect before you start shooting your film to make sure it’ll look realistic in the final film before you try to implement it.”  

Obviously, the right way is much wordier, but it makes what you’re trying to say MUCH easier to understand.)

-Jeremy Hanke, Editor
***NOTE ENDING***
Introduction paragraph describes what occurs in the film.  This is essentially a summary of the overall plot of the film and goes on for two to four paragraphs, depending on the length of the film.  Avoid giving any spoilers away or even commenting on the ending until the content section.

Content

This is where you go into detail on the different areas of the film associated with writing, acting, basic editing, and ending.  Remember that many of these films are not generally available, so you must be VERY clear about how things occur in a film.

If there are flaws with the ending, here is the place to bring up the specific problems AFTER you put the following warning above the paragraph with spoilers: “Warning: Spoilers Below”.

Be very specific about things the director did right, but be even more specific on things the director did wrong and how to fix them in this or future films.

Visual Look

This is where you go into detail on the different areas of the film associated with look: sets/costumes, lighting, camerawork, and editing. Be very specific about things the director did right, but be even more specific on things the director did wrong and how to fix them in this or future films.

Use of Audio

This is where you go into detail on the different areas of the film associated with audio: clarity of dialogue, Sound Design/Effects, and Score. Be very specific about things the director did right, but be even more specific on things the director did wrong and how to fix them in this or future films.

Use of Budget

Did this film seem appropriate for its budget?  Look at what things they said they spent their budget on.  Are they reasonable?  If this was the first film for someone and they spent more money than they needed, but it was in reasonable places, score this area higher than you would if it was there second or third film and they’re still wasting money in the same areas.  This is a learning curve subject, so be sensitive to this.

Lasting Appeal

Would you rewatch this film?  Would you show this film to your friends?  Are you excited to show it to your acquaintances?  Why or why not?

Overall Comment

A little recap of what your final impressions were about the film.  This is a great place to confirm the filmmaker has potential and needs to continue to cultivate it.

Final Score:

Content:
X.X (out of 10)

Visual Look:
X.X (out of 10)

Use of Audio:
X.X (out of 10)

Use of Budget:
X.X (out of 10)

Lasting Appeal:
X.X (out of 10)

Overall Score:
X.X (out of 10)

Photo Captions List (formatted as follows):

Number + parantheses + space + Film Name without spaces + number + file type = caption without quotes. (Remember to label your screen captures this way.)

Example(s) from two different films:

1) FightClub1.jpg = The narrator realizes that he’s got a problem when he can’t get any sleep.
2) AmericanBeauty2.jpg = After his mid-life crisis, the main character decides to quit his job and relive his teenage years.

[Delete Final Checklist Section Before Submission]

***Final Checklist Beginning***

Make sure that you’ve included the following:

1) A cover picture of the film, no smaller than 500 px wide by 750 px high (If they don’t have a poster picture, then get a screen capture that could be used for this picture) saved as a .JPG or a .PNG.  (Save images with high amounts of red as a high quality PNG.)

2) 2-3 screen captures of this film saved in .JPG format (pictures need to be no smaller than 1000 pixels wide and saved to correspond with your photocaptions)

3) A square picture of you the author (no smaller than 400 pixels wide by 400 pixels high)

4) A biography paragraph for you that tells a little about you as a filmmaker or artist.  (Between two to four sentences in length.)

***Final Checklist Ending***
